
BincTank | 2024 HIGHLIGHTS

Binc welcomed the first cohort of 
entrepreneurs into BincTank, the only 
business incubator for bookstore 
ownership in the country. The 12 
aspiring and new store owners from California to Florida 
immersed themselves into Professional Bookselling School, 

attended weekly sessions to 
extend their learning, and 
worked closely with mentors 
and subject matter experts 
to realize their goals. When 
they graduated from the pilot 
program, 12 communities 
had, or were on the path to 
having, their bookstore. 

Your Binc Foundation 

2024 
Gratitude Report

Chris Abouzeid
Abrams Books
Annette Acosta
AdventureKEEN
Anonymous
Alter Ego Comics - Iowa
American Booksellers Association
Anonymous
Jamie Anderson
Jennifer Angelo
Anonymous
Anthology
Stuart Applebaum
Katherine Applegate & Michael 

Grant
Arcadia Publishing
Tabitha Armstrong & Wayne 

McNeil
Association of American Publishers 

Foundation
Sarah Bagby
David Baldacci
Anonymous
Barbed Wire Books
Leigh Bardugo
Mac Barnett
Robert Barnett
Linda-Marie Barrett
Kathy Bartson
Erica Bauermeister
Beacon Press
Beagle and Wolf Books & Bindery
Bedrock City Comic Co
Belmont Books
Todd Berman
Biblion: Used Books & Rare Finds
Mark and Helen Bierley
Anonymous
Blair
Anonymous
Bloomsbury Publishing
Blue Willow Bookshop
Judy Blume and George Cooper
Will Bogel
Chris Bohjalian
John Bohman
David Bolduc
Bonfire Funds Inc
Book Advisors LLC
The Book Catapult
Book ‘n’ Brush
Book Shop of Fort Collins, Inc dba 

Old Firehouse Books
Bookishly Happy
Books Are Magic
Books Inc
Books on the Square
Bookshop.org
Bookworm of Edwards
Boom! Studios
Anonymous
Boulder Book Store
Alexandra Bowers
Sandra Boynton
Brookline Booksmith
Pam French & Lisa Brown
Anonymous
Browseabout Books
Browsers Bookshop
Chris and Kristen Bucci
Mike Buglio
Anonymous
California Independent Booksellers 

Association
Cambridge University Press & 

Assessment
Diane Capriola
Bill Carl 
Jennifer Caspar
Chaucer’s Books
Chronicle Books
City Lights Books
Margaret Clayton
Jenny & Muir Cohen
Alex Colevas
Suzanne Collins and Charles Pryor
Comickaze Comics
ComicsPro
Commonplace Reader
Richard Conley
Anonymous
Constant Readers for a Cause
Costco Wholesale Corporation
Judith Courtade
Julia Cowlishaw
Anonymous
Joy Dallanegra-Sanger
Marco Davanzo
Amy Davis
Judy de Jonge

Laura DeLaney
Den of Geek
Eileen Dengler
Michael DeSanto
Ralph DiBernardo
Kate DiCamillo
Diversion Books
Anthony Doerr
Courtney Donovan
Downtown Books
Duck’s Cottage Coffee & Books
John Duff
Charles Duhigg and Elizabeth Alter
Anonymous
Bill & Cecile Fehsenfeld
Cathy Fiebach
Chris Finan
Matthew Fischer
Steve Fischer
Fly Paper Products
Forefront Books
Cindi Forslund
Frances Goldin Literary Agency
Anonymous
Emma Fusco-Straub
Generation X Comics
Matthew Gildea
Anonymous
Brad Graham
Great Lakes Independent 

Booksellers Association
Andrea Griffith
Anonymous
Hilary and Mike Gustafson
Hachette Book Group
Jenny Han
Anonymous
HarperCollins Publishers
Shawn Harris
Harvard Book Store
Harvey’s Tales Bookshop
Kurt Hassler
Kathe Heinecken
Anonymous
Anonymous
Suzanna Hermans
Heroes & Fantasies
Michael Herrmann
Hieronymus Foundation Inc
Jenni Hill
Anne Holman
Mark Hoose
Gretchen Horn
Hudson Group
Humble Bundle
Wendy Dodson
IBID
IDW Publishing
Ignition Press
Peter Indeck
Indie Beacon Booklight
Ingram Content Group
John Ingram
Interabang Books
Taylor Jenkins Reid
Jack Jensen and Cathleen Obrien
Jetpack Comics & Games
Wanda Jewell
Linda Kass
Susan Kehoe
Geoffrey Keller
Michael Kerber
Kids Trust Fund
The King’s English Bookshop
Jeff Kinney
Rebecca Kinnie
Valerie Koehler
Kona Stories LLC
Ellen Kreiger Rubin
Anne Kubek
Kathy Kushinsky
Matthew Lage
David Lamb
Wally Lamb
Maree Larson
Daniel Lazar
Min Jin Lee
Anonymous
Jen Lemberger and Greg Feitt
Robin Lenz
Anonymous
Dara Levan
Michael Levatino
Kuoyu Liang
Liberty Bay Books
Libro.fm
Literati Bookstore
Little Shop of Stories
Live Cartoons Inc.
Brenda Logan

Harriett Logan
Loganberry Books
Jen Loja
Alexandra Lopez
Anonymous
Anonymous
Suzanne and David Lucey
David Luick
Macmillan Publishers
Anonymous
Malaprop’s Bookstore/Cafe
Steven Malk and Alexandra Sartor
David Mandel
Dina Mardell
Mark & Donna Paz Kaufman
Seth Marko
Jen Mason
Jeffrey Mayersohn
Brenda McConnell
Anonymous
Linda McLoughlin Figel
Hope Meadows
Anonymous
Jonathan Merkh
Anonymous
Michael Connelly
Midwest Independent Booksellers 

Association
Jonathan Miller
Modern Fanatic
Annabel Monaghan
Montague Bookmill
Mountains and Plains Independent 

Booksellers Association
George and Barbara Mrkonic
Monique Muhlenkamp
Anonymous
Anonymous
John Mutter
Anonymous
Moors and Tom Myers
Mystic Books, Inc
Valerie Nadal
Leigh Nason
Timothy and Diane Naughton
Geoffrey C. Ne
Kristin Nelson
New Atlantic Independent 

Booksellers Association
New England Independent 

Booksellers Association
New Kids on the Books Literacy 

Project
Scott Newcombe
The New Press
News Corp Giving
Next Chapter Booksellers
Oblong Books and Music
Off the Beaten Path/Steamboat 

Springs
Once Upon a Time Bookstore
Open Road Integrated Media
Jessica Osborne
Zibby Owens
Pacific Northwest Booksellers 

Association
Pacific Northwest Independent 

Booksellers Association
Page 158 Books
Maureen Palacios
Park, Fine & Brower Literary 

Management
Parnassus Books
Ann Patchett
James Patterson
Paz & Associates
Mark Pearson
W.A. Pepper
Jodi Picoult
Dav and Sayuri Pilkey
Susan Pioli
Anonymous
Valerie Polichar
Politics and Prose Bookstore
Posman Books
Jennifer Powell
Prana
Anonymous
Publishers Weekly
Jonathan & Christin Putnam
Quail Ridge Books & Music
Dominique Raccah and Raymond 

Bennett
Deborah Ratliff
The Raven Book Store
Susan Reckers
Red Wheel Weiser
Jane Regenstreif
Jerry Rehm
Stephen Reidy

Glennon Reitz
Charley Rejsek
Jen Reynolds
Jenn Risko
Charles Robinson
Chuck and Dee Robinson
Doug Robinson
Christie Roehl
Rose City Comic Con
Anonymous
Anonymous
Robert Ross
Anonymous
Holly Russell
Anonymous
Filip Sablik
Anna & Chris Saccheri
Anonymous
Vreda Schieman
Scholastic Inc.
Will Schwalbe
Jon Scieszka
Suzanne Selfors
David Shannon
Sharon Swados
Shelf Awareness
Margaret Sherman
Sherri Rinker
Susan Shilliday
Lisa Shirley
Simon & Schuster
Robery Sindelar
Danielle Skov
Angie Smits
Snowbiound books
SOHO Press, Inc.
Anonymous
Emilie Sommer
Sourcebooks
Southern Independent Booksellers 

Alliance
Southern Territory Associates
Square Books
Tricia Staff
Anonymous
Velma Stauffer
Rebecca Stead
Garth Stein
Kit and Gary Steinaway
Ricki Stern and Evan Guillemin 
Rosemary Stimola
Stimola Literary Studio
Storiologie LLC
Peter Stuart Katz
Stacy Sturgeon
Debra Sullivan
Tui Sutherland
Anonymous
Erin Tapken
The Book & Cover
Anonymous
Third Place Books
Tegan Tigani
Megan Tingley
Anonymous
Titcomb’s Bookshop
TOKYOPOP
Amor and Maggie Towles
Anonymous
Lori Tucker-Sullivan
Thomas Tyson
Union Ave Books
An Unlikely Story
Village Well Books & Coffee
W. G. Ellerkamp Co., Inc.
The Walker Books Group
David Walton
Waucoma Bookstore
Scott Waxman
Dan Weiss and Amy Berkower
Harold Weiss
The Well~Read Moose
What Should I Read Next?
Ken White
Jeanne Whitt
Chris Wilcox
Anonymous
Sally Wills
Susan Wilmer
Wings for Things Foundation Inc
Anne Wolf
David Wolf
Writers House LLC
Peter Wurman
Yen Press LLC
Lynn York
Elizabeth M Young
Kristin Zarkades

Thank You, Donors

2024 Board of Directors Pictured from L to R: Andy Perham, Chriscynethia Floyd, Jonathan Putnam, Annie Philbrick, 
Michael Jacobs, Eileen Dengler, Calvin Crosby, Emma Kaas (née Nichols), and Chris Morrow
Not Pictured: Steven Malk, Kuo-Yu Liang, Rockelle Henderson, and Erin Coffey

Board of Directors

Dear Friends,

As I look back on 2024 the word that continues to come 
to mind is change. Here at Binc we saw good change for 
several communities around the country that now have their 
bookstore thanks to BincTank entrepreneurs in the first cohort 
of our pilot program. We also saw–and continue to see–
change from climate-related disasters.

In 2024 Binc provided three times as much climate-related 
disaster assistance to individuals and stores than in 2023. 
The last months of the year brought widespread flooding 
and devastation when hurricanes Helene and Milton hit the 
southeast states, and then just days into the new year the 
California wildfires closed dozens of book and comic stores 
and several booksellers lost their homes.

As our communities move through all the change in the world, 
your support and advocacy ensured that through it all book 
and comic people across the country continue to have a safety 
net in Binc. You make it possible for the store doors to stay 
open. Thank you; we could not do what we do without you. 

With Gratitude,
Pam French, CEO 

Members of the first cohort of BincTank: Standing left to right: Angie Nixon, 
Kenya Kirkman, Rob Eckman, Ashley Mireles-Guerrero, Courtney Bledsoe, Kevin 
Zambrano, Diana Dominguez, Aysia Brown, Gwendolyn Henderson, Jay Williams. 
Kneeling: Alma Guzman and Ciona Rouse



My wife was laid off and rent was 
getting really tight. I was panicking 
about keeping a roof over ours and 
our 7-year-old’s head. I reached out to 
Binc and within 24 hrs we had a plan 
in place and help was on the way.”

Get Involved

Become a Monthly Sustaining Donor: Your 

recurring donation will ensure that booksellers 

in need have a place to turn for help.

Leave a Legacy: Your will affirms, honors, 

and protects what matters most in your life. 

Planned giving is a way for you to make a 

financial gift to Binc as part of your overall 

financial and/or estate planning.

Join the Author + Creator Leadership Circle: Led 

by Campaign Chair Garth Stein, the Leadership 

Circle celebrates the writers and creators in 

our community who support booksellers and 

comic shop employees through Binc.

Join a Committee: From programs and finance, 

to development and communication, our volunteer 

committee members are assets to the foundation.

Host a Fundraiser or Initiative: These 

fundraisers are powerful shows of your 

support while amplifying Binc’s mission to 

others. There are many ways to show your 

creative support of Binc whether it’s a birthday 

drive, t-shirt sale, auction, book, or productive 

giveback—contact us with your idea.

Follow us on social media:

A New Ambassdor: Amor Towles

Ann Patchett, the inaugural ambassador for the Binc 
Foundation and best-selling author, passed the ambassador 
baton to fellow author Amor Towles. Towles is the best-
selling author of Rules of Civility, A 
Gentleman in Moscow, The Lincoln 
Highway, and most recently Table 
for Two, a collection of short stories 
and a novella.“When Ann Patchett 
asked me to takeover for her as 
Binc Ambassador, I didn’t hesitate,” 
said Towles. “Booksellers are unsung 
heroes of American cultural life and 
Binc provides them with a unique 
source of support when they need it the most.”

A New Scholarship

Five booksellers in stores from San Francisco to Boston 
received a $10,000 scholarship to provide the aspiring writer-
booksellers with the financial support to focus on a full-
length manuscript. The Susan Kamil Scholarship for Emerging 
Writers was established by Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter 
and bestselling author Charles Duhigg and his wife, Liz Alter. 
Kamil was executive vice president and publisher of Random 
House when she died in 2019, known for recognizing new 
literary voices and introducing them to the public.

medical 
bills

utilities 
reconnected
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stability

death in 
the family

cancer 
diagnosis

natural 
disaster

dental 
emergency

Binc Partnered with Authors

Thirty authors and creators from across genres rallied behind 
the leadership of best-selling authors Amor Towles and 
Ann Patchett to show their commitment to bookstores and 
comic shops across the country. Their support launched the 
successful I Stand with Book and Comic Stores campaign 
and raised more than $165,000.

David Baldacci, Leigh Bardugo, Erica Bauermiester, Judy 
Blume, Chris Bohjalian, Sandra Boynton, Suzanne Collins, 
Michael Connelly, Kate DiCamillo, Anthony Doerr, Chris 
Finan, John Grisham, Lauren Groff, Jenny Han, Taylor Jenkins 
Reid, Jeff Kinney, Wally Lamb, Min Jin Lee, Zibby Owens, Ann 
Patchett, James Patterson, Jodi Picoult, Dav Pilkey, Sherri 
Duskey Rinker, Rebecca Stead, Garth Stein, Tui Sutherland, 
Amor Towles, and Mo and Cher Willems.

373
individuals, families and stores helped 

(including mental health)

$1,291,410
total amount of financial assistance 
and mental health grants awarded

42 
professional development scholarships 

135 
referrals for mental health therapy

EXPENSE
 Total: $1,690,112

REVENUE 
Total: $1,715,694

Photo by Dmitri Kasterine

I was in a car accident which 
resulted in severe neck and back 
injuries. My car was totaled and I 
was forced to take time off from 
work. A coworker suggested I reach 
out to Binc. I felt heard and seen 
and was provided with emotional 
and financial support within days.”

We had a tornado go through our 
town and we were very lucky that all 
of us were safe. However, our book 
store sustained damage that was not 
covered by insurance. Binc was able 
to help us manage our cash flow 
and helped us get back on our feet 
ASAP.”

https://bincfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Facebook.png
https://www.instagram.com/thinkingbinc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/book-industry-charitable-foundation/
https://vimeo.com/user57066738

